	BOARD OF EDUCATION

REGULAR MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2003

6:00PM

WEST DEPTFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL 


I
Meeting Called to Order.

II
Pledge of Allegiance to Flag.

III
Moment of Silence.

IV
President’s Announcement of Meeting Notice: A Notice of this meeting has been provided by letter dated 28 February 2003 to the Gloucester County Times, Camden Courier Post and West Deptford Municipal Clerk.  Public notice was also posted in the West Deptford Municipal Building on 28 February 2003.

V
To adopt the following resolution to hold a closed session meeting before and after the completion of all agenda items in order to have the opportunity to discuss sensitive student discipline and placement issues, negotiations and litigation.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS:

Matters pertaining to sensitive personnel issues, negotiations, and litigation are proper topics for closed sessions under the Public Meetings Act, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

to hold a Closed Meeting of the West Deptford Board of Education for said purposes, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

to make available the results of the Closed Meeting in the minutes of this meeting or in subsequent actions of the Board of Education.

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF WEST DEPTFORD

IN THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER

_____________________________

           President

ATTEST:

____________________________

         Secretary 

NOTE:
Closed Session Agenda is enclosed in your agenda folder under separate cover.



VI
Reconvene Open Session

VII
President’s Remarks.

VIII
To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 24, 2003.

IX
Courtesy Extended to Visitors (15-minute limit; agenda items only)

The public is reminded that they should attempt to resolve problems and/or complaints through initial contact with the appropriate administrators, director or staff member.  Such matters should only be brought to the Board after all avenues within the chain of command have been exhausted.

X
Solicitor’s Report

XI
Superintendent’s Report

XII
GENERAL BUSINESS
(A) 
FINANCE – HICKS, Crawford, Szymborski (Alternate: Hill)



1.
To approve the regular bill list of March 10, 2003 totaling $398,740.87, with funds available as documented in the Board Office, pending final review by the Finance Committee Chairperson.



2.
To approve the February 28, 2003 end-of-the-month bill list totaling $74,658.32, with funds available as documented in the Board Office, pending final review by the Finance Committee Chairperson.



3.
To approve the payroll of February 2003 totaling $1,902,142.20, with funds available as documented in the Board Office.



4.
To approve the end-of-the-month cafeteria bill list for February 2003 in the amount of $27,886.28, with funds available as documented in the Board Office.



5.
To approve the February Expenditure and Revenue Reports as enclosed and to approve and certify that the February Expenditure Reports, after review of the secretary's monthly financial report (appropriations sections), and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, contain no major accounts or funds which have been overexpended in violation of NJAC 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the District's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.



6.
To approve the reports of the Secretary and the Treasurer of School Monies for the month of February 2003; that said reports are in agreement.



7.
To approve the transfers for February 2003.



A)
FINANCE - cont.


8.
To approve the following resolution:

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FULL FUNDING OF STATE AID FOR EDUCATION


WHEREAS, New Jersey school boards have an obligation to provide all students a thorough and efficient education; and


WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Educational Improvement and Financing Act (CEIFA) of 1996 established for the first time a substantive definition of the constitutional guarantee of a thorough and efficient system of education through the establishment of Core Curriculum Content Standards; and


WHEREAS, CEIFA guarantees an appropriate level of funding to ensure that each child has the opportunity to achieve the Core Curriculum Content Standards; and


WHEREAS, freezing state aid for the 2002-03 fiscal year contradicted CEIFA and the spirit of the state mandate/state pay amendment to the state Constitution; and


WHEREAS, flat funding forced many school districts to lay off teachers and support personnel, end basic skills and enrichment programs, eliminate extracurricular and athletic activities, and/or increase class sizes to compensate for the State’s failure to provide sufficient aid; and


WHEREAS, even after making cuts, hundreds of school districts still had to raise taxes to deal with rising enrollments and fixed costs that are beyond their control, such as health benefits and insurance benefits, out-of-district special education placements, and utility bills; and


WHEREAS, more than a third of all school budgets were defeated by the voters last year, the largest rejection rate since 1994; and


WHEREAS, thousands of homeowners wound up paying hundreds of dollars more in property taxes, which surged an average of 7 percent, the biggest one-year jump since 1990; and


WHEREAS, any decision to freeze state aid during the 2003-04 fiscal year or to only provide an increase that matches the Consumer Price Index (CPI) would be calamitous for public school students, property taxpayers and local boards of education, which have already seen their expenses exceed the CPI; and


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Deptford Township Board of Education urges Governor James E. McGreevey and the State Legislature to fully fund CEIFA so that school districts have resources they need to provide their students a thorough and efficient education, which is protected by the state Constitution; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Governor, all legislators representing the 3rd District, New Jersey School Boards Association, and Members of Council of the Township of West Deptford.


I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the West Deptford Board of Education held on March 10, 2003.







______________________________







James P. Mehaffey, President



________________________________



William H. Thompson 



Business Administrator/Board Secretary 



A)
FINANCE - cont.


9.
To approve the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE PRINCIPLE OF STATE MANDATE/STATE PAY


WHEREAS, unfunded mandates exacerbate New Jersey’s historic over-reliance on regressive property taxes as a source of funding for educational programs and services; and

WHEREAS, unfunded mandates separate responsibility from accountability, by allowing State level officers to take credit or addressing a real or perceived problem, without having to consider the solution’s costs; and


WHEREAS, unfunded mandates force local officials to implement the State’s dictates, leading the public to hold local boards of education accountable for any tax increase necessitated by the mandate, as well as for the mandates solution’s effectiveness; and 


WHEREAS, local school boards are under continuous and increasing pressure to provide educational programs in the most cost-efficient manner; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey’s voters have approved a constitutional amendment limiting the imposition of future unfunded State mandates on school districts, municipalities, and counties; and


WHEREAS, such limitations would help local boards contain future property tax increases and impose greater discipline on State government officials; and


WHEREAS, the West Deptford Township Board of Education believes the state should not impose unfunded mandates upon local school boards, and that it should fully fund every mandate or seek its suspension or repeal;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Deptford Township Board of Education urges the Governor and Legislature not to enact any law, rule or regulation constituting an unfunded mandate upon the local government, and directs that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Governor, all legislators representing the 3rd District, New Jersey School Boards Association, and Members of Council of the Township of West Deptford.


I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the West Deptford Township Board of Education held on March 10, 2003.








_________________________________








James P. Mehaffey, President



___________________________________



William H. Thompson 



Business Administrator/Board Secretary 



A)
FINANCE - cont.


10.
To approve the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION REQUESTING CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

TO MODIFY FUNDING IN THE STATE OF New Jersey

WHEREAS, the West Deptford Township Board of Education was established to provide for the educational needs of the children in the Township of West Deptford, Gloucester County, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey enacted Comprehensive Education Improvement and Financing Act (CEIFA) of 1996; and

WHEREAS, State funding currently represents 34% of the total revenues budgeted and local revenues represent 63%; and

WHEREAS, State funding prior to the implementation of CEIFA was 40% of the total revenues budget and local funding was 58%; and

WHEREAS, mandates regarding the Core Curriculum Content Standards were detailed significantly after the passage of the CEIFA act; and



WHEREAS, the State has been held harmless under the “State mandate – State pay” and 

WHEREAS, the West Deptford Township Board of Education has been diligent and proactive in complying with the requirements of the core curriculum content standards; significant dollars have been expended to comply with implementing world languages, visual and performing arts, science, language-arts literacy, mathematics, and health and physical education; and

WHEREAS, significant dollars have been expended to comply with the mandated requirement of 100 hours of professional development for all certified staff; and 

WHEREAS, mandates requiring State payment are quickly abandoned, when the State cannot find adequate funding; and 

WHEREAS, the economic realities which the State is facing have resulted in the non-implementation of CEIFA funding formula and the deferment and/or cancellation of implementation timelines for the core curriculum content standards; and

WHEREAS, property values in the funding formula under CEIFA are not a true representation of a community’s ability to pay; and

WHEREAS, lack of funding from the State of New Jersey under CEIFA has transferred the burden to the taxpayers of West Deptford Township; and

WHEREAS, the education of students of the Township of West Deptford, Gloucester County will deteriorate if the current law is not restructured; and

WHEREAS, it is in our children’s best interest to find a more equitable funding source for education, such as a broad-based income tax.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the West Deptford Township Board of Education to request a constitutional amendment to change the funding for education in the State of New Jersey; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the West Deptford Township Board of Education that a state-wide forum be convened as soon as possible for the sole purpose of changing the method of funding public education in the State of New Jersey 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to other local school districts, local governing bodies, and appropriate state legislators.



I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the West Deptford Township Board of Education held on March 10, 2003.








_________________________________








James P. Mehaffey, President



___________________________________



William H. Thompson 

Business Administrator/Board Secretary



A)
FINANCE - cont.


11.
To approve the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AN INCREASE IN FEDERAL FUNDING OF IDEA



WHEREAS, the West Deptford Township Board of Education is committed to providing educational opportunities for all children, including children with disabilities; and



WHEREAS, the federal government has committed itself to provide 40% of the national average per pupil expenditure in public elementary schools to fund special education programs under the “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act;” and 



WHEREAS, the federal government has once again provided less than half of the 40% promised, in the case of West Deptford Township, New Jersey, providing only 18%, which resulted in a loss of $1,298,000 in Federal Aid, and



WHEREAS, this minimal support by the Federal Government of its own imposed mandate on the schools has, for the 2003-2004 school year, resulted in a 9.5-cent increase in taxes to be borne by West Deptford, New Jersey taxpayers, and



WHEREAS, the federal government passed the “Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995” which stated that “the Federal Government should not shift certain costs to the States, and the States should end the practice of shifting costs to local governments, which forces many local governments to increase property taxes;” and 



WHEREAS, National school expenditures are projected to increase by almost 40% over the next decade; and 



WHEREAS, New Jersey educational costs are notably higher than the national average, thus magnifying the impact of federal underfunding of its commitment; and



WHEREAS, this lack of sufficient federal funding puts a heavy strain on all New Jersey taxpayers who are already burdened trying to provide a quality education for New Jersey students; 



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Deptford Township Board of Education urges the President and Congress of the United States to increase funding for special education to meet the federal commitment under the “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,” and directs that a copy of this resolution be sent to each member of the United State Senate and House of Representatives elected from this State, New Jersey School Boards Association, and Members of Council of the Township of West Deptford.



I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the West Deptford Township Board of Education held on March 10, 2003.








_________________________________








James P. Mehaffey, President



___________________________________



William H. Thompson 

Business Administrator/Board Secretary



A)
FINANCE - cont.


12.
To approve the following revised allocation of salaries for individuals contracted for the 2002-2003 school year and funded under special state and/or federal programs:

	20-225 DISTANCE LEARNING AID
	POSITION
	ALLOCATION

	FULGINITI, JOSEPH
	TECHNICIAN
	100%

	
	
	

	20-226 INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPLEMENT AID
	
	

	TRUESDELL, DEBORAH
	TEACHER
	43%

	DRUMMOND, CAROL
	TEACHER
	100%

	MC CUE, BRIDGET
	TEACHER
	10%

	BONACCI, ANNAMARIE M.
	AIDE
	100%

	
	
	

	20-231 TITLE I
	
	

	ALLEN, PATRICIA
	AIDE
	100%

	BALDWIN, KATHLEEN
	AIDE
	100%

	BISTI, JO ANN
	AIDE
	100%

	BOWEN, SHARON
	AIDE
	100%

	BROWN, LORI J.
	AIDE
	100%

	BUTEN, ELICIA
	AIDE
	100%

	DE SANTIS, SALLY
	AIDE
	100%

	DE WALT, FAITH
	AIDE
	100%

	FORTE, MARILYN
	AIDE
	100%

	FRANTZ, JUDITH LEE
	AIDE
	100%

	GRANT-GREENE, FELICIA
	AIDE
	59%

	HASENBALG, SANDRAH
	AIDE
	100%

	HENDERSON, WENDY
	AIDE
	100%

	MCCAFFREY, KAREN
	AIDE
	100%

	MCGOVERN, CHRISTINE
	AIDE
	100%

	BEPPEL, LORI (EFFECTIVE 11/01/02)
	AIDE
	100%

	PARANTO, DONNA
	AIDE
	100%

	TRUESDELL, DEBORAH
	TEACHER
	57%

	
	
	

	20-270 TITLE II PART A
	
	

	CLARK, LINDA ANN
	TEACHER
	79%

	ZBIKOWSKI, JILL
	TEACHER
	100%

	
	
	

	20-280 TITLE IV
	
	

	ILLAS, ALEX
	SAC
	28%




B)
CURRICULUM - SZYMBORSKI, Eckley, Fletcher (Alternate: Douglas)


1.
To approve attendance by the High School art classes to the Philadelphia Art Museum on Monday, March 17, 2003, under the supervision of teachers Renee Richardson and Kristin Osgood; at no cost to the Board of Education.



NOTE:



(1)
The participants will cover the cost of transportation and substitutes through funds raised via fund-raisers by students.



(2)
Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.


2.
To approve attendance by Middle School ROGATE students at Rowan University on Tuesday, March 18, for the purpose of attending an Academic Interest Lecture on King Tutankhamun, at no cost to the Board of Education.



NOTE:



(1)
All costs will be paid by the students.



(2)
Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.



C)
TEACHERS & PERSONNEL - FLETCHER, Eckley, Crawford (Alternate: Szymborski)


1.
To approve accepting with regret, effective February 28, 2003, notice of resignation from Leslie Schaffer, Green-Fields Grade 3 Teacher.



NOTE:



(1)
Mrs. Schaffer has been on a child-rearing leave of absence for the 2002-2003 school year.



(2)
Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.


2.
To approve accepting with regret, retroactive to March 1, 2003, notice of retirement from Norma Minnite, Green-Fields Lunchroom/Playground/Clerical Aide.



NOTE:



Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.


3.
To approve hiring Laura Brown as Green-Fields Lunchroom/Playground/Clerical Aide, and to establish compensation for services at 10 hours per week; Student Calendar; without benefits; $7.50 per hour.



NOTE:



(1)
Ms. Brown will replace Mrs. Minnite.



(2)
Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.


4.
To approve accepting with regret, notice of resignation as Middle School Athletic Director, from George Kull, effective June 18, 2003.



NOTE:



Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.


5.
To approve the petition of Mrs. Susan Filinuk, Green-Fields Grade 2 Teacher, for an extended child-rearing leave of absence for the school year 2003-2004.



NOTE:



Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.


6.
To approve the below-listed additional High School overload assignment for the second semester of the 2002-2003 school year, and to establish compensation for services in accordance with the negotiated WDEA/B.O.E. agreement.



Department/Name

Assignment

Overload

Stipend


Health/PE/D. Richman

One-half

Second Semester
$1,887.50


7.
To approve Kim Dupper, Green-Fields Grade 3 Teacher, to present a Writers Workshop clinic after school in March 2003 (date to be announced), from 3:45-4:45pm, for Grade 3 and Special Education teachers; funds to come out of NCLB (No Child Left Behind) Title IIA.




2 hours prep time/1 hour presenting time @ $30.00 = $90.00



C)
TEACHERS & PERSONNEL - cont.


8.
To approve Donna Tessmer, Oakview Grade 4 Teacher, to present a Writers Workshop clinic after school in March 2003 (date to be announced) from 3:45-4:45pm for Grade 4 teacher; funds to come out of NCLB Title IIA.




2 hours prep time/1 hour presenting time @ $30.00 = $90.00


9.
To approve the below-listed staff members to attend a Writers Workshop clinic to be held in March 2003 (date to be determined) from 3:45-4:45pm; funds to come out of No Child Left Behind Title IIA.




1 hour @ $30.00 per hour x 26 teachers = $780.00

	
Red Bank
	Oakview
	Green-Fields 

	Linda Clark
	Suzanne Dahl
	Karen Berry

	Kathleen Fyke
	Lisa Exley
	Jen Buyser

	Marianne Gallagher
	Mary Jacobs
	Margaret Campana

	Tori Huffman
	Noreen Mikulski
	Melanie Gligor

	Joanne Keating
	Stephanie Phillips
	Michele Elliott

	Lisa Lombardozzi
	Nicole Reynolds
	Linda Foschi

	Cheryl Micciche
	
	Linda Hess

	Mary Jane Moeller
	
	Joan Pacini

	
	
	Gaetan Pappalardo

	
	
	Jennifer Preziosi

	
	
	Meredith Sawyer

	
	
	Judy Struck



10.
To approve the below-listed staff members as chaperones for the senior class trip to Orlando, Florida on April 8-12, 2003.




Donna Martello, Administrator




Bob Arra, Coordinator Student Activities




Sharon Constantine, School Nurse




Renee Richardson, Senior Class Co-Advisor




Dan Mansor, Senior Class Co-Advisor




Patrick Vilary, Junior Class Co-Advisor




Denise Vereneault, Teacher




Debby Park, Teacher




Steve Michaelchuck, Teacher




Tony Scirotto, School Resource Officer


11.
To approve the below-listed staff members as alternate chaperones for the senior class trip to Orlando on April 8-12, 2003.




Lorrie Beck, Teacher


Julia Holloway, Teacher 




Joel Robinson, Teacher


Jody Gruber, Teacher 




Jim Atkinson, Teacher


Jamie Rulon, Teacher 




Barb Haulenbeek, Teacher

Jim Baillie, Counselor



NOTE:

Currently, 137 students (72 girls; 65 boys) will be participating; our contract with World Class Vacations allows one chaperone per 15 students.



C)
TEACHERS & PERSONNEL - cont.


12.
To approve the below-listed substitute teachers for the 2003-2004 school year, pending completion of all district and state requirements:




Behnke, Matthew S.




Fanning, Jay B.




Raggio, Lori A.




Wilcox, Leah C.




Thayres, Jodi A.
NOTE:

(1)
Per the new regulations from the Office of Criminal History, emergent hiring is only permitted for three months.  At the end of this period, if an approval letter has not yet been received regarding the criminal history check, the Commissioner of Education must be petitioned for an extension of two months.

(2)
Interim approval is to be obtained from the Gloucester County Department of Education.  No new employee can begin employment without this interim approval.

13.
To approve accepting with regret, effective March 21, 2003, notice of resignation from Melissa Plotts, Middle School Special Education Aide.



NOTE:



Additional information is enclosed in the back-up materials packet.



D)
NEGOTIATIONS, PUPIL PLACEMENT, PROGRESS & WELFARE - HILL, Fletcher, Douglas (Alternate: Gotchel)


1.
To approve the 2003-2004 School Calendar - Version ____ .



NOTE:

Drafts "A" and "B," along with results of staff survey, are enclosed in the back-up materials packet.

2.
To approve, retroactive to February 21, 2003, the acceptance of J.S. (d/o/b 8-6-96), classified Eligible for Speech-Language Services, as a homeless student from Clementon, as a tuition student in Mrs. Wendi Cathcart's regular education first grade class at Oakview School, for the 2002-2003 school year, at the B.O.E.-approved tuition rate of $8,147.



E)
ATHLETIC, BAND & CAFETERIA - ECKLEY, Douglas, Gotchel (Alternate: Hicks)



F)
PROPERTY, BUILDINGS & TRANSPORTATION - DOUGLAS, Hill, Szymborski (Alternate: Gotchel)


1.
To approve the below-listed applications for Facilities Use by outside organizations.



(1)
Casa Dance Studio to use the High School's auditorium, P.A. system; 10 chairs; 4 tables; 3 dressing rooms, spotlights, and lavatories, for rehearsals on June 23, 24 and 25, 2003 and the recital on June 28th from 12-5pm, at a charge of $500 for rental of auditorium; $270 for 4 classrooms; at a total of $770.00.



(2)
Let's Be Friends Preschool to use Green-Fields' auditorium, P.A. system, piano, tables, chairs, lavatory, water from kitchen and risers on floor and stage on Monday, June 2, 2003, with an alternate date of Monday, June 9, from 6-9pm, at a charge of $135.00.



(3)
West Deptford Soccer to use the Middle School's gymnasium on Mondays in March, April and May 2003 (excluding May 26) from 6-9pm for soccer practice, at no charge to the organization.



(4)
West Deptford Soccer to use the Middle School's gymnasium on Tuesdays and Thursdays from March 18 through May 2003, from 5-8pm, at no charge to the organization.



G)
POLICY & COMMUNITY RELATIONS - CRAWFORD, Hill, Hicks (Alternate: Fletcher)



XIII
Courtesy Extended to Visitors (5-minute limit).

XIV
Action After Closed Session:

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

XV
Meeting Adjourned. 
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